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Weaving Long Ropes

Here is part of a story by Jason Younker, a member of the Coquille Tribe. This story was told to him by his uncle many years ago... excerpted from Oregon Historical Quarterly, Summer, 2007.
“Long ago, our people learned a great lesson... To beware that a great tide might sweep many of them away. Just like the fog comes in now a great tide might come in like that... 
The people were told by their elders to weave long ropes because you will not know when a big tide is coming and you won’t have much time. If you don’t have long ropes and the waters rise, you will be swept away...

They were warned over and over, but few paid attention. Many ignored the warnings and laughed at the elders...

One day, a great shaking made a big tide. The waters rushed up the valleys and covered many in the villages. Only those who had listened to their elders were prepared...

The waters rose violently. Many of the people were unable to make it to their canoes. Those few who had prepared for the great tide quickly gathered their ropes. 
The water rose higher and higher until only the tops of the tallest trees could be seen. Those who had ropes quickly tied their canoes to the treetops. 
Soon, all the trees were covered and only those few who have woven long ropes remained... for these were the wise people who had heeded the elder’s warnings...”
This story suggests Native Americans were able to survive Cascadia earthquakes and tsunamis and resume village life after these great events. 
People today- you and I - determine the scope of the hazards we face through the choices and plans we make, in much the same way as Coquille Tribal members did in the past... 
It’s time for us to begin weaving our own long ropes...

